Boy Scouts. Be Prepared. For Anything.

Most boys avoid obstacles. Boy Scouts seek them. They live for an opportunity to display their abilities while learning new skills. Camping is fun. But surviving a downpour in the middle of the might, that’s an adventure. Cooking over a campfire is fun. Learning which wild berries are edible is survival. Spending a weekend in the woods is fun. Breaking camp without leaving a trace is admirable. These are invaluable experiences that can be had in Scouting. These are life lessons that transform today’s Boy Scouts into tomorrow’s leaders.

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is one of the largest youth organizations in the United States, with over four million youth members in its age-related divisions. Boy Scouts is designed for boys 11 through 12 (Cub Scouts is the program for younger boys). Since Scouting’s founding in 1910 as part of the international Scout Movement, more than 110 million Americans have been members of the BSA.

Join Scouting Today

There is a misperception that your son can only join Scouts during the fall as school begins. This is not the case. You can join Scouts at anytime. In fact, you can do it right now, so why wait? Join today (this is a link to application) 
Scouting is were many young boys discover their true calling. Through merit badges that interest them…there is a big difference between reading about “stuff” and doing “stuff.” 

The Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.

Scout Oath 
On my honor I will do my best, To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; To help other people at all times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.

Boy Scouts program helps to develop character, citizenship, and personal fitness qualities among youth by focusing on a vigorous program of outdoor activities.
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Purpose of the Boy Scouts of America:

Scouting, as known to millions of youth and adults, evolved during the early 1900s through the efforts of several men dedicated to bettering youth. These pioneers of the program conceived outdoor activities that developed skills in young boys and gave them a sense of enjoyment, fellowship, and a code of conduct for everyday living.

The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated to provide a program for community organizations that offers effective character, citizenship, and personal fitness training for youth.  Specifically, the BSA endeavors to develop American citizens who are physically, mentally, and emotionally fit; have a high degree of self-reliance as evidenced in such qualities as initiative, courage, and resourcefulness; have personal values based on religious concepts; have the desire and skills to help others; understand the principles of the American social, economic, and governmental systems; are knowledgeable about and take pride in their American heritage and understand our nation’s role in the world; have a keen respect for the basic rights of all people; and are prepared to participate in and give leadership to American society

Boy Scouts Program Membership:

Boy Scouting, one of three membership divisions of the BSA (the others are Cub Scouting and Exploring), is available to boys who have earned the Arrow of Light Award or have completed the fifth grade or who are 11 through 17 years old.  The program achieves BSA’s objectives of developing character, citizenship, and personal fitness qualities among youth by focusing on a vigorous program of outdoor activities.

Volunteer Scouters:

Thousands of volunteer leaders, both men and women, are involved in the Boy Scout program. They serve in a variety of jobs-everything from unit leaders to chairmen of troop committees, committee members, merit badge counselors, and chartered organization representatives.

Like other phases of the program, Boy Scouting is made available to community organizations having similar interests and goals. Chartered organizations include professional organizations; governmental bodies; and religious, educational, civic, fraternal, business, labor, and citizens’ groups.  Each organization appoints one of its members as the chartered organization representative.  The organization is responsible for leadership, the meeting place, and support for troop activities.

If you would like to be a volunteer with the Orange County Council, Inc., Boy Scouts of America, please contact the council office at (714) 546-4990.

Get Outdoors

The Orange County Council offers a variety of outdoor properties that are available to Scouts year round. The Newport Sea Base is Orange County’s premier youth waterfront facility, Oso Lake has some of the best fishing in the area, Schoepe Scout Reservation at Lost Valley is a majestic 1,400 acre camping oasis and The Irvine Ranch Outdoor Education Center offers Southern California’s best and newest outdoor science school and programming. To learn more about these great places for adventure, click here 
The National Council operates high-adventure programs at Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, Northern Tier National High Adventure Programs in Minnesota and Canada, and the Florida National High Adventure Sea Base.  

How to Join
1. Click here to find a Scout Troop in your area (link to beascout.org)
2. Call the Council (714-546-4990) and ask to speak to the District Executive in your area. 
3.Complete the online application and sign your name indicating approval (you can pick up an application the William Lyon Homes Center for Scouting or download the application in English or Spanish from the resources page.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of Boy Scouts of America?

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) provides an educational program for boys and young adults to build character, to train in the responsibilities of participating citizenship, and to develop personal fitness?

What are the differences between Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting and Venturing?

Cub Scouting is a year-round family program designed for boys who are in the first grade through fifth grade (ages 7-10). Boy Scouting is available to boys ages 11-17 and assists them in developing character, citizenship and personal fitness. Venturing is a youth development program of the Boy Scouts of America for young men and women ages 14-20.

How often do Scouts meet?

Cub Scouts attend Den meetings once a week and a larger Pack meeting once a month. Cub Scouts also attend occasional, age-appropriate weekend campouts. In the summer a week-long day camp is available, culminating with an overnight tent stay.

Boy Scouts attend Troop meeting once a week and leadership meetings at the discretion of the troop. They have more frequent campouts, generally with two-night tent overnights. Summer camp lasts a full week, with overnight tent camping throughout the week. Older Boy Scouts also have a variety of high adventure programs available, involving activities including mountain hiking, rafting, scuba diving and other adventures.

Venturers meet at the discretion of their crew.

What is the annual fee for Scouting? 

National fees are $15 annually, Boysâ€™ Life magazine subscriptions are $12 annually, and unit fees vary. (Unit fees are the fees that individual packs, troops or crews charge). Please check with your unit regarding specific costs and financial assistance options.

In addition to fees, each Scout will need a uniform and a handbook, though it is not necessary to make these purchases immediately. Some units may offer gently used second-hand uniforms for sale or exchange.

Is financial aid available?

Boys Scouts of America is an inclusive organization that strives to reach as many youth as possible, regardless of ability to pay. Many units offer assistance; please check with the individual unit for confidential information regarding financial aid, scholarships and/or workerships.

Where can BSA literature, uniforms and other program materials be purchased? 

Several Scout Shops are available in Orange County. To view locations and hours, go to: Scout Shops Locations (add link)
Is U.S. citizenship a requirement to belong to Scouts? 

No, citizenship is not required for either Scouts or their families.

What are parental expectations?

Scouting is a family-centered organization. Though Scouts are responsible for their own merit badge work, parental support is critical to the Scout structure. Parents are encouraged to check with their unit leadership to determine how they can assist.

Do Scout parents have to be knowledgeable about camping and the outdoors? 

No, camping/outdoor skills are not a requirement of Scout parents. Many of volunteer positions, such as administrative support, do not require camping skills. For parents who would like to learn more about camping/outdoor skills, Boy Scouts of America provides training to accommodate all skill levels.

Can women be Scout parents? 

Yes, every Scout leadership position is open to women. More than one-third of Scout volunteers are women.

What is the Scout website?

The Orange County Council site is located at: http://www.ocbsa.org/. The national website is at: http://www.scouting.org/. To read additional frequently asked question, go to: http://www.scouting.org/FAQ/Visitor.aspx.

Do Scouts accommodate special needs and/or bilingual children?

Yes. For more information about special needs or bilingual opportunities in central Indiana, please contact the Boy Scouts at 714-546-4990.
